


At Durham International Nursery & Pre-Prep School we 

are committed to ensuring that your child's first 

experience of education is one filled with happiness, where 

they develop a love for learning and a 'Confidence for Life'.



WELCOME

‘Karibu Sana’

Having been the Head of Early Years at Durham School for 26 years, it gives me 

immense pleasure as EYFS Director for Durham International Nursery & Pre-

Prep School, to welcome you into our Nairobi ‘home’.

As an Early Years educator I believe the number one priority is the well-being 

and happiness of the child. A key part of the Early Years Foundation Stage is 

realising that not all children grow and develop at the same pace or in the same 

way. There has to be some flexibility on the part of those providing the 

education. At Durham we are committed to delivering the EYFS in a creative 

and practical way.

Durham International Nursery & Pre-Prep School is a new school in Nairobi but 

is operated in partnership with the 600-year-old traditions and heritage of 

Durham School UK. Happy and confident children flourish at Durham School, 

the ‘Well-Being’ and ‘Creative Curriculum’ ensures that learning is fun! 

Durham International Nursery & Pre-Prep School will also have this at the 

centre of their curriculum and it is my role as EYFS Director to work with the 

leadership team in Nairobi to deliver the ethos and quality of education 

Durham offers whilst taking advantage of the beautiful surroundings in Kenya.

Play and Learning go together …. play underpins the Early Years Foundation 

Stage. It also underpins learning and all aspects of children’s development. 

Through play, children develop language skills, their emotions and creativity, 

social and intellectual skills.



At Durham International Nursery & Pre-Prep School children will be given the 

opportunities to enjoy their formative years through play-based activities both 

indoors and outdoors. At each stage of their education more structured 

activities will be introduced to ensure each child reaches their maximum 

potential.

Within our safe and nurturing environment, young children will become 

confident and independent thinkers. Durham International Nursery & Pre-Prep 

School will be an exciting place to be; it will be a family school, building on a 

strong sense of community between pupils, parents and staff.

Ann Champion

EYFS Director

“As an Early Years educator I believe the number one 

priority is the wellbeing and happiness of the child.”



INTRODUCTION

Durham International Schools Nairobi brings 600 years of educational 

excellence to Kenya. Our launch marks the first time that a British school has 

opened a branch in Kenya; we aim to prepare our students with the skills 

required to tackle the challenges of the 21st century whilst retaining a sense 

of the traditional values you'd expect from one of the oldest schools in the UK.

Durham International Nursery & Pre-Prep School opens in September 2020, 

offering unparalleled early years education for children aged 2 to 6 years old. 

While our current focus is on creating an exceptional early years experience in 

Nairobi, we look forward to growing in the coming years, with plans for a full 

primary and secondary school.

“Durham International Schools Nairobi aims to provide its 

students with a complete education; one which instils in 

them an aspiration for achievement, a respect for others 

and a ‘Confidence for Life’.”





Durham International Nursery & Pre-Prep School provides a first-class 

education based around the UK's Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

framework, but with a holistic approach that incorporates the best principles 

from a variety of educational approaches. 

Our Nursery prides itself in supporting children's emotional wellbeing from a 

young age.  We aim to prepare children to be equipped for a diverse and 

changing world and have the skills they need to be confident, resilient and 

ambitious young people. 

Our bespoke curriculum develops the 'whole child', with a focus on 

mindfulness and the teaching of our core values - Moral Integrity, Ambition, 

Respect and Kindness. This is the MARK of a Durham School education.

EDUCATIONAL ETHOS

“Within a community shaped by moral integrity and 

kindness, Durham School aims to cultivate responsibility 

and ambition to ensure that every child can thrive, be 

happy, and make a positive mark in the world.” 



‘



Children will enter into Foundation Stage One after their third birthday. The 

curriculum will adopt the EYFS framework and draw on a range of Early years 

pedagogies. The Nursery will deliver a range of learning opportunities for the 

children that are designed to be engaging, challenging, motivating whilst 

embracing and celebrating Kenyan culture.  

The EYFS Curriculum is broken down into seven areas:

These seven areas of learning are incorporated into our curriculum using 

dynamic teaching styles that maintain a stimulating and inspirational 

classroom environment.  We believe that children learn through play; it is the 

natural way for children to learn. It is a vehicle that provides access to the 

curriculum whilst nurturing children's creative thinking skills and promoting 

self-confident learners. 

Each child's level of development will be assessed against the 7 areas of 

learning as Emerging, Expected, or Exceeding. Observations and assessment 

of each individual pupil will be ongoing and recorded.  The information 

gained will be used to ensure that future planning reflects the identified 

needs for each child – a truly personalised education. 

EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE (EYFS)

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Communication and Language

Physical Development

Literacy 

Mathematics

Understanding the World 

Expressive Arts and Design
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Ÿ The outdoor area is an extension of the classroom and learning 

opportunities will be available outside as well as inside.

Ÿ Through all of our strands, we aim to develop Lifelong Learners through 

Playing and Exploring, Active Learning, Creating and Thinking Critically.

Ÿ Our staff will constantly assess children in their everyday activities and play, 

whilst also assessing their more focused work. We will use observations of 

the children, photographs, the work that they do, feedback from parents 

and comments made by the children.

Ÿ The planning for each term and each week will be taken from the previous 

week's findings, the interests of the children and the next steps.

Ÿ Opportunities to enrich the curriculum are developed through trips and 

visitors. Parents will be invited into school to attend school productions. 

Children have great fun preparing for these through songs, actions, dance 

and some speaking parts.

PRINCIPLES OF LEARNING

“We aim to develop Lifelong Learners through 

Playing and Exploring, Active Learning, Creating 

and Thinking Critically.”



Durham International Nursery & Pre-Prep School will open within the high-

end leafy suburb of Thigiri in Nairobi; it is conveniently located and easily 

accessible for parents.   The pupils will learn in state of the art classrooms that 

incorporate the very latest teaching technology.  Interactive whiteboards will 

offer opportunities for our pupils to experience contemporary teaching 

resources and learn in ways that are current with the digital world we live in.  

Whilst our Nursery will always strive to be forward thinking in our approach 

we will be mindful of the importance and benefits of traditional teaching 

techniques – it is this combination that will provide our children with a huge 

range of effective teaching and learning strategies and an outstanding 

education.  The Nursery will boast a number of facilities that are all designed 

to maximize learning, these include: an art workshop, dance studio, music 

studio, an IT lab and an on-site swimming pool. 

Our outdoor space will provide extensive learning opportunities through 

carefully planned and designed areas that will each provide a unique learning 

experience.   We will use our safe and secure environment to support learning 

and to stimulate the children’s creativity and imagination whilst maintaining 

links to the Early Years Curriculum. 

SCHOOL FACILITIES

“The Nursery’s wonderful surroundings provide a safe and

nurturing environment for our pupils as well as providing

endless opportunities for outdoor play and learning.“



If you would like further information our friendly team would be delighted to 

answer your questions and can organise a tour so that you can see for 

yourself all that we have to offer.  

We fully understand how important the decision is when choosing your 

child's nursery and we are committed to ensuring that their first experience of 

education is one filled with happiness and learning.  We invite your child to 

make their mark at Durham International Nursery & Pre-Prep School and look 

forward to welcoming you all to our wonderful school. 

CONTACT

/ durham_kenya/ durhamkenya  | 

Thigiri, Nairobi

  www.durhamkenya.com

admissions@durhamkenya.com



www.durhamkenya.com


